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Wednesday, August 28, 1991 

Hannon C. McAllister, Ph.D. 

Research Director 
The Council for Tobacco 
Research-U.S.A., Inc. 

900 Third Avenue - 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Dr. McAllister: 

. ... s. - _ - - » 

I am writing to solicit your support for the Fourth International Congress on 
Platelet-activating Factor and Related Lipid Mediators. PAF is a phospholipid with 
diverse, potent effects. It has been implicated in a variety of allergic and 
inflammatory disorders and in cardiovascular’ disease including thrombosis, 
vascular injury,.and, perhaps, atherosclerosis. Certain physiological events, in 
particular those associated with reproductive biology, also have been shown to 
involve PAF metabolism. This series of congresses was initiated to bring together 
researchers from various disciplines to present the latest information on this 
interesting compound, its synthesis and degradation, and its biological effects. 

Various aspects of its biochemistiy, analytical chemistry, pharmacology, and 
clinical applications are covered in other meetings. However, this is the only forum 
that is able to attract individuals from diverse disciplines. The previous congresses 
have been held in Paris (1983), Gatlinburg, Tennessee (1986), and Tokyo (1989). 
The next one will be held from September 22-26,1992 at Snowbird, Utah, near 
Salt Lake City. This time was chosen because a number of advances in the . 

understanding of the biochemistry and molecular biology of the synthetic and .. 
degradative enzymes and the receptor for PAF are likely to be available by 1992. 
Additionally, several clinical trials of receptor antagonists should have been 
completed. The fall was picked because it is a time of year when excellent facilities 
are available at a reasonable cost. ,. . • . . ... - . . 

I hope that you can provide financial support for this.meeting. This 
congress is operated as an independent, free-standing meeting without the benefitof 
society sponsorship. Based on previous congresses, we anticipate attendance of 
400 to 500 scientists from throughout the worlds They will include basic scientists 



Source: https://www:industrydo.curnenfs.ijcsf.edu/clocs/tfnv0000 




and clinicians, from both academic institutions and industrial laboratories. They use a broad range 
of scientific instruments, reagents and pharmaceuticals. We have established several principles to - 
guide our planning of the congress. One of these is to establish a fee structure that will allow 
trainees - students and postdoctoral fellows - to attend the meeting. A reduced rate for them 
obviously will mean a deficit in our operating expenses iii other areas-. Additionally, we need to 
raise funds beyond the registration fee to allow us to help support the travel of scientists from 
abroad who will present their work at the congress.. .. " - 

The congress will run for three days and will include both plenary and simultaneous 
sessions for oral presentations, as well as poster sessions. The plenary sessions and simultaneous 
sessions will consist of presentations by invited speakers and by individuals selected from, 
submitted abstracts. There will be sessions on biochemistry, molecular biology, pharmacology,’ 
medicinal chemistry, analytical methods, animal models and physiology, and clinical trials. 
Additionally, we will have sessions on lipids related to PAF including other lipids with ether 
bonds, which have been implicated as antitumor agents and important in the regulation of growth 
control, and oxidatively fragmented phospholipids that have been implicated as having related 
effects to PAF. The final structure of the program, the decision to issue invitations to various 
speakers, and the selection of oral presentations from submitted abstracts will be decided by the 
advisory committees. • ' ' ' 

I would be happy to answer questions that you may have or discuss with you the ; 
availability of sponsorship of certain events (e.g. social functions, such as the. banquet or coffee 
breaks, travel support for specific areas of interest); Additionally,'some space will be available for 
displays by corporate sponsors. Contributions should be addressed to the Fourth International 
Congress on PAF, care of me at the address shown. Thank you for your consideration of this - 
request ' • ’ • V v . . • -r ' : 

• -Sincerely yours. 



Stephen M. Prescott, M.D. 
Professor of Internal Medicine 


and Biochemistry 
Chairman, Organizing Committee 
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